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Anniston PCB Site

Presented by
EPA Region 4



2

Participating Agencies
! Current Lead: U.S. EPA Emergency 

Response and Removal Program
! U.S. EPA Remedial and RCRA Program, 

etc.
! Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 

Registry (ATSDR)
! Alabama Department of Environmental 

Management (ADEM)
! Alabama Department of Public Health 

(ADPH)
! Calhoun County Public Health Department
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Background Information
� LOCATION:  City of Anniston is located in 

Calhoun County, AL (which is located 90 
miles West of Atlanta, GA and 65 miles 
East of Birmingham, AL).

� POPULATION:  over 117,000 people

� INITIAL CONTAMINANT OF CONCERN: 
PCBs 
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�Ancient� History with
Solutia

� 1985 - Superfund Involved in Snow Creek
� 1986 - EPA Issues RCRA Permit
� 1993 - ADEM Notes Fish Diseases
� 1995- Health Consultation/Health Assessment
� 1996 - ADEM Issues C.O.s to Solutia

" Requires Re-Capping of Landfills
" Cleanup or Buyout of Sweet Valley 

Community
� 1996 - ADEM is Authorized for HSWA
� 1997 - ADEM Issues RCRA Permit

" Imposed IM, On-Site RFI, Off-Site RFI  
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�Recent� RCRA History With
Solutia

� 12/98 - C. Browner Receives letter from Community 
Against Pollution (CAP)

� 2/99 - EPA RCRA Receives letter (responds 4/99)
� 4/99 - EPA| RCRA Receives Community Data on 

PCBs in Soil and Blood
� 6/99 - EPA RCRA asks for Health Consultation
� 7/99 - EPA RCRA asks for Superfund to address 

�remote soil contamination�
� 7/99 - EPA RCRA has SESD sample Soil and Air
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Upcoming RCRA Actions
! Finalize the Final Remedy for HWY 21 

Bridge Project
! Send out NOTI on Phase I Onsite RFI 

Report
! Send out NOTI on Phase I Offsite RFI 

Report
! Send out NOTI on Ambient Air/Flux 

Chamber
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Current Superfund 
Emphasis

! To investigate residential properties, 
industrial/commercial properties, 
public areas (e.g., parks, schools) 
and drainage areas for PCBs, lead, 
and other contaminants

! To clean properties with PCB soil 
contamination above 10 ppm

! To screen for NPL listing
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PCB Distribution in Anniston 
Waterways

Solutia�s Phase I Off-Site
RFI Report 6/2000
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Environmental Sampling

! Phase I - residential and public areas soil sampling 
event, February 7-8, 2000 (144 locations)

! Phase II - industrial/commercial sampling, March 
20-31, 2000 (22 locations)

! Phase III - residential soil and public areas 
sampling, April 17-May 10, 2000 (337 locations)

! Phase IV - air monitoring and residential sampling, 
began June 12-30, 2000 (73 locations)

! Phase V - residential and public areas soil 
sampling, July 24-August 4, 2000 (318 locations)

! Phase VI - residential and public areas soil 
sampling, Sept. 18-19, 2000 (20 locations)
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Stars indicate location

of commercial sampling
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Commercial Sampling Events

Huron Valley
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Commercial Sampling Events

MCT
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Environmental Results

! During the 6 phases, over 2500 samples have 
been collected for over 800 locations.   The 
samples  collected were analyzed by field 
screening or fixed laboratory analysis.   Elevated 
levels of PCBs, lead and other hazardous 
substances have been found in the samples.    

! Acquired data has triggered the development of 
an ATSDR �Health Consultation on PCBs� and a 
�Health Consultation on Lead� and an �Exposure 
Investigation on PCBs�.  ADPH and CCHD are 
conducting blood testing for lead in children.
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Ongoing EPA Superfund 
Activities in Anniston
! EPA will provide oversight of all Agreements with 

Potential Responsible Parties  (PRPs)
! EPA will maintain the CRC 
! EPA is going to do an independent evaluation of 

the west and south landfills
! EPA is evaluating the Site for National Priority 

List (NPL) status
! EPA is conducting an ongoing investigation of 

PRPs
! EPA is conducting lead sampling

! EPA will perform removal actions if necessary for 
properties contaminated with lead



21

National Priority List (NPL)

! Region 4 asked Headquarters to 
prepare NPL package

! This action should expedite listing of 
site

! Site may not be listed if PRP is 
cooperative
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Remedial Activities

! Integrated assessment with removal 
program

! RI/FS negotiation with PRP
! NPL listing
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Community Involvement
! EPA has included community involvement on 

current Agreement
! EPA intends to provide for meaningful 

community involvement in future Agreements 
! Region 4 has requested input on RI/FS 

Agreement
! The remedial process under Superfund requires 

EPA to provide community involvement at 
various stages of Superfund process
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Community Groups

! Community Against Pollution
! Sweet Valley/Cobbtown

Environmental Justice Task Force
! Citizens for Environmental Justice
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News Coverage
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